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I am so pleased to have this oppurtunity to relate to all you good 
people the events of a couple of months past. 

For three weeks in November of the year 1994, a small group of 
forest defenders were fortunate to experience a wonderfully good 
time in a forest near Milton on the South C.oast of this glorious state, 
New South Wales. 

Unlike many previous forest defence camps, many members of the 
local community were most supportive of the forest defenders, 
offering very valuable support. Some of the population of the quaint 
seaside village of Lake Burrill were particularly concerned about the 
logging that was taking place, as it was within their catchmenl area. By 
the end of the camp, the locals had formed their very own Torest 
watch' group to keep an eye on the future activities of the forces of 
darkness. Speaking of which: we were overjoyed when, during our 
time in the area, the Reverend Mr Cohn Dorber made an appearance at 
a local forest meeting, sprouting many words of wisdom (with the 
Lord's blessing, of course). 

Anyway, back to the tale, the essentials of which are that, without 
having to Tire a single shot'(ie. perch on wooden structures, attach 
themselves to machinery), the defenders of the fdrest achieved an 
awful lot. Among their more prominent victories were the 
establishment of a process of Koori consultation in the area (eg. site 
and artef act inspections before logging): a period of negotiation (as 
opposed to outright conflict) with the the local 
sawmiller and the illustrious Commission of Forestry: the withdrawal 
often wilderness compartments from the export woodchip licence 
renewals (as it turned out, they were some of the very few that were 
actually excluded from the licences); a substantial amount of positive 
media attention (eg. several articles in the Sydney Morning Herald); 
and, to top it all off, the cessation of logging in the particular 
compartment in which we were encamped, as a result of the discovery 
of a third rare owl - the magnificent Sooty. 

As the gracious readers of this load of collywobble can probably imagine, all 
those involved in this fabulously successful forest protest (excuse the vulgar ip 
terminology) were utterly and entirely stoked with the outcome. 

Cheerio, 
Lord Croobyar. 



BIRTH OF THE SUBURBS 

And Jervis the Bay 
Though sticking out a long way, 

Was most sure enough to have been left. 
But twas the year '93 

When the guvnor decreed: 
"A golfcourse, old chaps; on that crest. 

Now the crew looked aghast 
At what the guvnor had asked, 

"But Sir, wot 'bout them fine trees?" 
"A few more, a few less; 

We've the world to impress, 
Now get to it clearing those weeds." 

And so it was born - 
The Great Aussie Lawn 

Just look at how spread the device, 
It seems everyone's mowing 

To keep it from growing 
For bushland is just not as nice. 
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The U.S. Justice Department, for its 
part, has not asked for new antiporn legis-
lation. Distributing obscene material 
across state lines is already illegal under 
federal law, and child pornography in par-
ticular is prosecuted. Some 40 people in 14 
states were arrested two years ago for ex-
changing kiddie porn online. And one of 
the leading characters in the Carnegie 
Mellon study—Robert Copella, who left 
book publishing to make his fortune selling 
pedophilia on the networks—was extradit-
ed from Tijuana, Mexico, and is now 
awaiting sentencing in a New Jersey jail. 

F
ORTECHNICAL REASONS, ITIS DiF-
ficult to stamp out anything on 
the Internet—particularly images 
stored on the Usenet newsgroups. 
As Internet pioneer John Gilmore 
famously put it. 'The Net inter-
prets censorship as damage and 

routes around it." There are border issues 
as well. Other nations on the Internet-
France, for example—are probably no 
more interested in having their messages 
screened by U.S. censors than Ameri-
cans would he in having theirs screened 

by. say. the Saudi Arabian government. 
Historians say it should come as no sur-

prise that the Internet—the most democra-
tic of media—would lead to new calls for 
censorship. The history of pornography 
and efforts to suppress it are inextricably 
bound up with the rise of new media and 
the emergence of democracy. According to 
Walter Kendrick, author of The Secret Mu-
sewn: Pornography in Modern Culture, the 
modern concept of pornography was in-
vented in the 19th century by European 
gentlemen whose main concern was to 
keep obscene material away from women 
and the lower classes. Things got out of 
hand with the spread of literacy and edu-
cation. which made pornography available 
to ,mbodv who could read .NOW. on the 
computer networks, anybody with a corn-
puter .ind a modem can not only consume 
por--.ography but distribute it as well. 

That might not be a bad idea, says Car-
lin Niever. a professor at New York Law 
Schoc! whose Georgetown essay takes a far 
less apocalyptic view than MacKinnon's. 
She .irgues that if you don't like the images 
of sex the pornographers offer, the appro-
oriate resnonse is not to sunoress them hut  

to overwhelm them with healthier, more re-
alistic ones. Sex on the Internet, she main-
tains, might actually be good for young peo-
ple. "[Cyberspacej is a sale space in which to 
explore the forbidden and the taboo." she 
writes. 'It offers the possibility for genuine. 
unembarrassed conversations about accu-
rate as well as fantasy images of sex." 

That sounds easier than it probably is. 
Pornography is powerful stuff, and as long 
as there is demand for it, there will always 
be a supply. Better software tools may help 
check the worst abuses, but there will nev-
er be a s-witch that will cut it off entirely-
not without destroying the unbridled ex-
pression that is the source of the Internet's 
(and democracy's) greatest strength. The 
hard truth, says John Perry Barlow, co-
founder of the EFF and father of three 
young daughters, is that the burden ulti-
mately falls where it always has: on the par-
ents. "If you don't want your children fixat-
ing on filth." he says. "better step up to the 
tough task of raising them to find it as dis-
tasteful as you do yourself." —Reported by 

Hannah BSochWashingion, Wendy Colei Chicago, 

Sharon £. Eppeion/New Yoqk, Kate Co'e-Adams 
and Simon Robãnson/Svd,wv - 



Greetings from East Gippsland. 

Winter sees us kicking back and relaxing after a busy summer defending some of East Gippsland's 
remaining wild forests. Thanks to the wet, cold climate that prevails in this part of the world things have 
quietened down markedly. There is a sizable population of greenies here at present enjoying the chilly 
winter mornings. 

Sellars Rd was our blockade of last summer where we managed to discourage logging of a last patch old 
growth adjacent to the Errinundra National Park. At the time of Easier Confcst nunibcrs got so low we 
decided to pull out. We thought the snow had settled in, but one week of fine weather gave DCNR (Dept 
of Conservation and Natural Resources) the time they needed to finish the road into this previously 
untouched forest. A short-lived blockade was re-established but broken by police and DCNR workers. 
The race will be on this spring to see who will reclaim Sellars rd first. 

In October 94 our blockade of Hensleigh Creek was broken by police (Myself and two others were 
arrested) and has resulted in an unresolved legal battle still raging thru the courts (I am only slightly 
exaggerating). After two full days in the local Magistrate's court with a lawyer, a Barrister and a QC 
defending our case we were found guilty of the charge of "obstructing a lawful forest operation" and fined 
$1000 each. We are not accepting this decision and are challenging it in a higher court. Our case involves 
challenging the legality of the license granted by the DCNR to the logging team leader. DCNR policy 
states that an area of forest with a high Site of Signifigance rating (such as Hensleigh Creek with a rating 
of 8 out of 10) should be logged later in the season. Our blockade of Hensleigh Creek was broken as early 
in the season as is possible. Right after the last snows had melted. Unfortunately this is merely policy, 
and therefore not legally binding. For a full report see "The Potoroo Review" June/July 1995 #146. 

The Timber Industry is clicking its heels over the Regional Forest Agreement for the East Gippsland 
Forest Management Area(FMA) saying it'll be the first signed Commonwealth-State forest agreement in 
Australia. Victorian environment groups boycotted the consultation process. Everyone except GECO, 
that is... Our criticisms of the RFA recieved two letters in reply from the DCNR. They haven't convinced 
us. 

A Long-Footed Potoroo was found in the Ellery Creek Catchment (a V. HCV area) with the aid of a 
hairtube. This find could be a significant boost in the long-running campaign for permanent protection of 
this area. A road has been on the maps for the past two summers, but maybe because of a large green 
presence in EG the DCNR have held off. 

We are a part of the Hemp Revolution. We have seen the film, and the light on the horizon. The 
revolution is over and we are left with the mopping up operations. We plan on showing the film in major 
towns and regional centres in the East Gippsland region. I may have been a little bit too optimistic back 
there... but we shall see. 

According to an article in the Melbourne Herald-Sun greens are planning to blockade the town of Orbost. 
This is the first we've heard of it. It seems like a new media angle on an old story. At this stage we have 
no firm plans for anything in spring, but towards that time we will begin discussing any proposals that 
come up. We will probably return to Sellars Rd. We will be watching Ellery Creek. CROEG will be 
having thier annual "Forests Forever" camp in November. 

If you would like to visit us we are located 70 kms north of Orbost on the Bonang Highway, or south of 
Bombala, NSW (approx lSOkrns). We ask for $50 per week contribution towards Food, Accommodation 
and Campaign. Our contact is: GECO RSD Bonang Highway Goongerah Victoria 3888 ph/fax 051 540 
156. (Soon to be connected to the World Wide Web) 

Hope to see you in summer! 
love 'n' anarchy - craig craft. 
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BIG SCRUB ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 
ARTICLE FOR NORTHER STAR 23/3/96 

Money Makes the World go Down 

The Drake region as gained some unwelcome publicity recently regarding the contamination of 
old mine sites. While families are being poisoned by the legacy of ruthless profiteering, others are trying 
to tell the public that there is no problem. But clearly there is a problem and, unfortunately, the 
contaminated mine sites are only part of it. 

If this was an enlightened society we would acknowledge past mistakes, do the best we can to rectify 
them and ensure we do not make the same mistake again. Sadly this is a long way from the situation ifi 
Drake at the moment. There are certain unscrupulous members of the community who, in their own self 
interest, prefer to see people poisoned, rather than acknowledge the problem of contamination, it is no 
coincidence that those who refuse to admit to a problem are those whose profits are most threatened by 
the fall in land prices that rumours of contamination would cause. 

Better for them if they leave the unfortunate people who buy their land in the dark. Let them find out 
when the headaches and nausea start, or after their children are born, deformed and under weight.. 

In their relentless quest for wealth and power certain people, and the corporations they work for, are 
prepared to endlessly repeat the same mistakes. So despite the undeniable health risks, to both 
humans and the ecosystem, another gold mine has been proposed for the Drake region. 

The Timbarra Gold Project, as it has been called, involves treating gold bearing ore with 700 tonnes a 
year of cyanide, 60 tonnes a year of hydrochloric acid and 75 tonnes a year of caustic soda. The project 
degners say there is only a small chance an accident will occur, but the potential consequences could 
be devastating. 

All this will occur in a fragile wet land, where there have been confirmed sitings of two endangered 
animals, 14 threatened or vulnerable animals and numerous rare or threatened plant species. 

Through changes of name and a campaign of misinformation the company has disguised the true nature 
and scale of the project. The required Environmental Impact Statement, published in April 1995 by a 
relatively new company Capricornia Prospecting state the project will have a life of five years at the most 
and the area would be rehabilitated upon completion. Several months later Capricornia was absorbed, in 
a takeover of its parent company, Auralia Resources, into the mining giant Ross Mining. 

Ross now owns the exploration licences for huge areas on the Timbarra plateau, and in their annual 
report state that the Timbarra Gold Prect would be merged with Ross's other projects with an expected 
life of at least eight years. This dramatically changes the environmental impact, and nowhere is this 
suggested in the Capncornia EIS. The possibility of a merger and the increased in size of the project was 
not mentioned either in the EIS or in a number of public meeting with local residence and the company. 

No doubt once the mining facilities are established in the area it will then become viable to open up more 
mines whilst the residence and wildlife of the area face an increasing risk of contamination. 

In an enlightened society any one who put personal greed before human welfare would be declared sick 
and ostracised.. However, this is not an enlightened society, and perversely, these people find their way 
into positions of power where they can act out there selfish desires. For norrnal' people who are not 
possessed by this unnatural obsession, we face the horrific consequences of their alckness. We have 
reached a disturbing situation where we can no longer live our lives without an ever present fear of being 
psoned. Its time we gave a clear message that we will no longer tolerate being victims of other peoples 
power mongenng. 

David Julian 
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With Compliments 

arks Association of flSW Inc. 
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Mid North Coast Branch 
P0 Box 1188 
PORT MACQUARIE 2444 

28th March, 1995 

The Secretary 
North East Forest Alliance 
88A Keen Street 
LISMORE 	2480 

Dear Sir 

On behalf of this Branch, I wish to advise 
that the new postal address of this Branch 
is as follows:- 

National Parks Association of NSW 
Mid North Coast Branch 
P0 Box 1188 
PORT MACQUARIE 2444 

Yours sincerely 

Margaret Smittf 
Secretary 

U 
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TOXIC AND HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS COMMITTEE 00 TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 
18 ARGYLE STREET SYDNEY 2000 TELEPHONE 27 8476 

FACT SHEET: 10 
A LOW HAZARD APPROACH TO TERMITE CONTROL: 
LOCATING THE NEST 

There are several hundred species of termites in Australia, but only 
about six of them are a threat to buildings. The others feed on 
decaying wood or vegetation, but not invade houses. Pest control 
companies often do not distinguish between different types of 
termites, but treat them , even the harmless ones. This is done by 
blowing a fine dust of arsenious oxide into an active tunnel to try 
to eradicate the whole colony. It is usually followed by creating a 
chemical barrier around the house to prevent future invasion. The 
barrier involves the use of highly toxic organochiorines (aidrin, 
dieldrin, chiordane or heptachior) which persist in the soil for 30 
years. Sometimess a less hazardous organophosphate (chiorpyrifos) is 
used which will persist for at least 5 years. 
These soil barrier treatments do not kill the colony but merely 
cause the termites to invadL zieihbours. The neighbours will then 
have a similar treatment done and thus more and more chemicals 
will accumulate in the neighbourhood. 

Alternative Approaches 
Many people do not want these highly toxic substances used in or 
around their houses, but still want to be free of termites. Prior to 
1953, when chemical soil barrier treatment was introduced, many 
pest cotrollers could seek out the nest or colony and destroy it, but 
this expertise has now largely been lost. 

Location of Termite Nests or Colonies. 
The following sheets of questions are designed to help you to locate 
the termite colony and destroy it without the excessive use of 
chemicals. - 
Most colonies of the pest termites are located in trees, tree stumps, 
poles, timber rubbish partly burned, and under houses where 
timber may be stored, or old forming timbers have been left in 
place. 
The first step is to make a map (on an A4 sheet but on as large a 
scale as possible) which shows the house, all trees,, stumps, stored 
rubbish, fences, fence posts, poles including transmission poles 
outside, filled in patios, verandahs, and neighbouring trees and 
stumps. Anything that could be the source of the infestation should 
be included. (See check list below) 
The second step is to complete the questionaire, giving references 
to all the features on the map. 
The third step is to collect a soldier termite for identification. The 
soldiers can be recognised by their dark heads. Put it into a small 
container with methylated spirit. 
The questionaire and the map and the specimen may then bc 
forwarded to one of the consultants listed bclow or discussed with 
them on the telephonc.( before 9 pm) 

Mr. Phil Hadlington, 129 Condamnc St. Balgowlah, 2093. Tel 
(02) 94 7553) 

Mrs Pauline Hayes, 11 Monash Crescent, C 14ontarf.,2093. Tel (02) 
94 1146 

Miss Alice Simpson, Tel (02) 387 7616. 

Those who do not wish to survey their own property may enlist the 
help of the consultants and scek their guidance. They do not carry 
out pest control but know how to locate, termite colonies so that 
they can be eradicated without using chemicals. 

It is often possible to 

locate termite 

colonies (nests) and 

th's avoid axcessive 

use of chenica1s in 

the protection of 

houses against 

termite attack. 

It is most desirable 

to 	avoid 	such 

chemicak 	becaus: 

the 	ones 	mos 

commonly used arr 

very h&zardous.They 

include 	the 

organochiorine 

pesticides 

(stdrin,dieldrin,chlor 

dane.heptachlor) 

which remain toxic 

in the soil for 25 

years or more, and 

the organophosphate 

(chlorpyrifos) which 

persists in soil for S 

years. Unacceptably 

high concentrations 

of these chemicals 

have been found in 

the indoor air of 

house-s which had the 

ubfioor area treated 

with them.Thcy 

accumulate in the 

body and can 4ffect -. 

the nervous system 

and cause live: 

damage and. cancer 

on prolonged 

exposure. 



Queensland Conservation Council 
0CC Environment Centre: Second FLoo. Brisbane School of Arts Builthng, 166 Ann Stree:. BrisoanE 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 12046. Elizaoeth St., Brisbane. Australia. 400 

Telephone: (07) 3221 0188. Fax: (07) 3229 7992. Email QCCpeg.peaasus.c: 

Tuesday 28th May 

Dear Friends, 

Please find enclosed some background information about the campaign to prevent the 
introduction of irrigated cotton farming to the Cooper Creek in the Channel Country 
region of south west Queensland. 

I have included a short article about the issue in the hope that you will find space for it in 
your next newsletter. Because the Cooper Creek is so far from any major population 
centres, we need the help of environmentalists in the cities to raise awareness and fight 
this proposal. 

One of the unusual things about this campaign is that we are working alongside cattle 
graziers and outback communities, instead of against them. The enclosed article includes 
information for your members about the 'Back to the Cooper' weekend being planned 
for September 27th-29th this year. The local Cooper Creek Protection Group has asked 
us to invite environmentalists to this event as a chance for informal dialogue between 
'city greenies' and th/emselves about and lands conservation issues, so we 
wholeheartedly encourage you to come if at all possible. 

I've also enclosed a sticker for your office. 

Yours sincerely, 

Louise Matthiesson 

PS. A  V -P 
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QCC represents over 60 non-government conservation and environment organisations throughout Queensland 
Pr'ted on Recycec1 Pa,er 



"It has always amazed mc" says Flaitucry. ". .ihat humans (who now utilise about 40 (NO of all primary 
productivity of plants on the land surface of our l)lallet) have not caused even greater extinctions than we 

actually have. It is surely in part at least because we are 'exterminator SPCCiCS' cicpeiidaiit nut ii recently oii the 
richer parts of the Earth and not so much upon the less fertile regions, where most of the world's biological 
diversity lives. Our depredation's, of Australia's more fertile regions have certainly been so great that it is 

difficult to find a very l)rOdIICtiVC region that has not been grossly altered. 

Thankfully, we still have those less productive regions. Some humans have dreams though, to imiake the deserts 

bloom and to make the depths of the sea and even Antarctica yield their bounty. As each year goes by, we conic 
closer to developing the tcchuiologics that will allow us to realise these dreams. Each year we also feel an 
increasing iiccd to utilise marginal lands in order to feed our growing population. With our dreams fulfilled we 

will, I fear, see a wave of extinctions so vast as to dwarf anything that has gone beforc. For we will have 
become the exterminator species that broke all the rules. Thc one that could take not only all the resources of 

rich lan(Is, but of poor ones as well." 

-w 
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COTTON GROWERS' SCHEME TO 'GREEN THE DESERT' 
Cattle farmers and environment groups 
join forces to save the Cooper Creek 

A band of NSW cotton farmers, fleeing the environmental devastation wreaked 
by their industry on the Darling River, are ready to set up shop on the Cooper 
Creek in far south west Queensland where the water is free and the land is 
cheap. 

The Cooper Creek is part of the famous Channel Country - where interwoven 
strings of water holes scattered across the desert can turn overnight into raging 
river channels and vast flood plains. Contrary to appearences, the desert 
ecosystems of the Channel Country have a level of biodiversity comparable 
with Cape York. Hundreds of plants and animal species maintain a tenuous 
hold on life in this parched environment. Here everything relies on the 
permanent waterholes and floods of the Cooper Creek system, including the 
region's towns and cattle industry. 

The local people of the Channel Country are up in aims over a proposed 
irrigated cotton development on the Cooper Creek near Windorah which will 
use 42 billion litres of precious water each growing season. The cotton industry 
has plans to green the desert with a 'significant inigation area' along the 
Cooper Creek. The Cooper Creek Protection Group (which consists of local 
townspeople and graziers) is fighting alongside environment groups to keep the 
Cooper running clean and free. 

Environmentalists and locals alike are concerned about the effects irrigation 
will have on the internationally significant desert wetlands downstream in 
South Australia, and about the introduction of pesticides to this unpolluted and 
closed catchment system. The delicate and unpredictable nature of the Cooper 
Creek environment makes it totally unsuitable for any irrigation. 

To demonstrate the breadth of opposition to cotton the Cooper Creek 
Protection Group is holding a 'Back to the Cooper' weekend from the 27th - 
29th of September, on the banks of the river near Windorah. They are planning 
a protest march of 100 horse riders down the main (and only) street in 
Windorah, plus workshops, talks and celebrations. If you've never experienced 
this unique and beautiful area, this is the perfect opportunity to meet the locals 
and discover just how much life and diversity abounds in Australia's deserts. 

Cohtact the Queensland Conservation Council on 07 - 3221 0188 for details. 

c 



Don't let the Lake Eyre 
Basin become another 
Murray - Oar Ii rg.... 

• Keep the wild rivers; of 

the outbaek f1ovrig clean 

and free! 
Wrif o : The Hon. How3rd Hohb 

11ini+(•r for Prirru:ry lrlu;trj 

C,'() PIIIrIIPn4 l-li 

Brisbane 4()00 

~ThFwestern S
.-I 	March 1996 

Outback Wetlands Sucked 
Dry For Cotton?! 

Today, the rivers of the Lake Eyre Basin are 
flowing just as they have for thousands of 

years - unpredictably changing 
from a trickle to a flood overnight. 

There are no significant dams or weirs and no 
irrigation in the region and the only water taken is to 
supply a handful of small towns and scattered cattle 
stations. 

But that could change.... 	 0. 

In 1994 an application was made to take 42 billion 
litres of water per year from the Cooper Creek at 
Windorah in far western Queensland to irrigate a 
massive new cotton development.( an Olympic 
swimming pCl holds approximately 1 million litres) 
That is more than the estimated, total volume of the 
Coongie lakes further down stream. 

Environmentalists, local residents, Aboriginal groups, 
graziers and even the Australian Cotton Foundation 
are all opposed to the cotton proposal for two reasons; 
the unsustainable water use and the introduction of 
pesticides to the area. The ecology of the Channel 
Country is too fragile to grow a crop as environ-
mentally damaging as cotton 

No studies have been done to tell us what effects the 
proposed water extraction is likely to have on the plants, 
animals and people downstream which all depend on 
occasional floods and ephemeral wetlands fed by the Cooper 
Creek. 

Although 42 billion litres is only a small percentage of the 
'average annual flow' of the river, averages mean little to the 
Cooper which is one of the most variable nver systems in 
the world. Records indicate that in the past 57 years the river 
would have been unable to meet this demand two out of 
every three years. 

Probably no agricultural system practised in Australia today 
destroys the ecological balance as effectively as continuous 
cotton growing. Hence, cotton farming relies on the use of 
cheuical sprays and fertilizers to control pests Thcr. re 
widespread and well documented fears about the health 
effects of some chemicals used in cotton farming. 

The Lake Eyre Basin is unusual in that it does not drain to 
the sea. The rivers in the basin all flow into Lake Evre. 
Therefore, any chemicals released into the river will remain 
and accumulate within the basin. 

Call the number below to find out how you can help. 
Donations for the campaign to keep the Cooper flowing free 
are gratefully accepted. 



f___• 

"OUTBACK WETLAND9 
 Oases in 

The desert 

When most of us 
think of The outback 

we think of vast, 
dusty red plains. But 

hidden within This 
ancient, weathered 
landscape are huge 

wetlands rich in 
wildlife. 

In the outback, more than anywhere, water is a scarce and precious resource. 
Australia's arid zone - the "outback"- makes up about 70% of our continent. 

Outback wetlands are true oases in the desert. Tens of thou ~ ands of birds live in or regularly visit :hes 
wetlands. Thy are essential refuges for a host of species- some of them rare or endangered. Every drop of 
water which makes it's way into the rivers , wetlands and waterholes of the outback is needed to sustain the 
plants, insects and animals which maintain a fragile hold on life in this otherwise parched environment. 
Most scientists studying wetlands have focussed their attention on coastal areas, so we know liutie abo.it Lhe 
water cycles and ecosystems of outback wetlands. We a re just begining to appreciate how precious these 
places are. 

Most of the wetlands of the outback are 'ephemeral' meaning they expand or shrink subject to the flood and 
drought cycles characteristic of the Australian arid zone. Wi:h the floods comes life, as animals err.erge 
from burrows, insects hatch in the thousands, fish breed, seeds germinate and flocks of migratory birds 
arrive to feast on the abundance. 

.:1héstar'd most outstanding of AUstralia's outback wetlands are found in the Lake Eyre Basin 

Cooper Creek, Eyre Creek and the Diamantina River flow from western Queensland into South Austauia 
where they feed a vast area of swamps, lakes and floodpla:ns. This region includes the Coongie LaKes 
which are Australia's largest Ramsar site. A recent study of these outback wetlands, including the Coongie 
Lakes, Lake Eyre, Goyders Lagoon and the Mound Springs found that the area posseses World Heritage 
values. 
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The 'Channel Countr)? wetlands (in the Queensland 
section of the basin) are made up of an extensive 
sys:ern of interwoven creek channels running through 
and clay plains, sand dunes, muga scrub and low 
stony hills. This landscape creates an extracrdinary 
range of environments, and consequently the Ciannel 
Country has the second highest diversity of fauna of 
any region in Australia and the most terrestrial species 
of any arid area in Australia. The Channel Countr'i is 
also an extremely important refuge area for many 
species in times of drought. 
But tragically, these beautiful and important 2rea5 are 
under threat 	 P.T,O. 



NEFArulesi Take all my money. 

This donation Is for NEFA's Old Growth Campaign 

S 	 $20.... 	$10......... All my worldly possessions 

Send cheques to NEFA, 149 Keen St, Lismore, 2450 
Or bank transfers (as above) 
Name "ii  

. ... ....... Postcode ..... ........ '. 
Phori'e 77' 	 - / 	Date 	/ 
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I. What you feel when a bulldozer drives olf with 
your bend locked on. 
2. Woodchipping does this to forests. 
5. A helicopter canfly this way. 
7. Resigned from the FPA becanse Col was such a 
Dorber. 

Advocated by the timber ndnstry. 
Old Growth Forest, Abrev. 
Wants to force all old cars off the road, Abrev. 
('.olony insect 
- - - Party of extinction. 

16. Souris' statements about WjkI cattle Creek 
were -- 

The industry tries to get political mileage by 
finding these in mills 

Ignored by State and Federal governments, 
abrev.  

9. Rhymes with grief, Nefa newsletter 
Negative response 
The time to act is - - 

17. One of these still haan't been completed for 
DolTigo. 

114 
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Mid North Coast Branch 
P0 Box 1437 
PORT MACQUARIE 2444 

22nd March, 1995 

The Secretary 
North East Forest Alliance 
88A Keen Street 
LISMORE 2480 

Dear Sir 

At our meeting on the 20th March, 1995, it was decided that this 
Branch would make a donation of $200.00 to NEFA to support NEFA's 
active campaign. Accordingly, a cheque for $200.00 is enclosed 
herewith. 

We would be pleased if you would acknowledge receipt for audit 
purposes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Margaret Smith 
Secretary 


